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Welcome to South Wairarapa Rotary   

This document aims to answer some of the questions we are commonly asked by 
prospective members. 

What does it mean to be a Rotarian? 

Rotarians collectively volunteer their time, skills and resources to tackle pressing 
social and environmental issues within our local and international communities.   

At South Wairarapa Rotary this can be seen in the support we offer to local youth - 
through programs such as “Lifting the Lid” (addressing youth mental health 
issues), RYDA (student driver education), the provision of student tertiary 
bursaries, RYLA (a youth leadership program), and much more.  You will also see 
us out and about, working collaboratively with local groups tackling issues of 
environmental degradation and food insecurity. 

As if that were not enough, our hardworking members also co-ordinate two major 
fundraising events annually – the Martinborough Fair and the Martinborough 
Charity Fun Ride – raising upwards of $80,000 per annum which we then distribute 
back into the community in the form of grants, awards and donations. 
 

Do you have any religious or political affiliations? 

We are an inclusive club with no religious or political affiliations.  If you are keen to 
serve your community shoulder-to-shoulder with the team at South Wairarapa 
Rotary, then we will be proud to serve with you. 

As a minimum, how much time will I need to commit? 

At South Wairarapa Rotary we organise our members into work teams according 
to their interests and skills.   Shortly after you join the club, someone will work with 
you to decide which team is best suited to you. 

We ask all members to prioritise attendance at our monthly Work Teams meetings, 
which take place on the 3rd Wednesday of every month (arrive by 6.30pm if you 
can).   

Within each team, nothing is compulsory - come if you can, do what you can.  Many 
of us have extremely busy lives and can only spare an occasional hour or two.  
Members in a position to make a larger commitment often take on key 
organisational roles.  There’s enough work to make it feel like a part-time job if 
that’s what you’re looking for! 

One additional commitment we do ask annually of members is to be available to 
help at the two Martinborough Fairs, on the first Saturday of February and March 
annually.  

 

Is Rotary a good place to meet and make new friends? 

It sure is!  Currently, in addition to the work-teams meeting on the third 
Wednesday, we get together up to three times a month to share a meal and catch 
up with each other socially.   

These dinner meetings often involve a speaker engagement, both to keep us 
informed and to develop important connections in our local communities.  At 
other times the evening might involve a quiz night or some kind of entertainment.  
Our Club team is always looking for ways to make it fun and meaningful for all 
members. 

We ask members to come if they can to these evenings, and to let us know when 
they can’t attend. 
 
How much will it cost? 

Individual membership of the South Wairarapa Rotary club involves becoming a 
member of District and International Rotary. Members currently pay about $300 
per annum to belong to these organisations. 

Club fees are an additional $50 per annum per member.   

Join as a couple and you have the option of only one of you subscribing to Rotary 
International and District.  Our family member option provides an opportunity for 
the second member of your family (usually your partner/spouse) to join at the club 
level only.   

Meals at our meetings are currently a very reasonable $25 per head.  Most special 
diets can be accommodated, and you can opt out of a meal at any time.   

You will be invoiced half-yearly for the fees, and monthly for meals.  
 

Can I try it out to see if this is the right club for me? 

We would be more than happy for you to check us out before making your decision.  
Fill in the contact form on our website (swrotary.org.nz) or email our club president 
(ruth.langlands@swrotary.org.nz) with your intention to join us for a trial meeting 
at any time.  The first one or two meetings won’t cost a thing – as your host, we’ll 
even pay for your meal!  

To help decide if the club is a good fit, we’ll also arrange for you to meet privately 
with a couple of our members for a question-and-answer session over a cup of 
coffee (or tea). 

Let us know when you’re ready and we will officially invite you to join us.  We’ll then 
pair you up with a mentor for the first few months, who will not only act as your 
main point of contact but will also aim to be the first person at the door to greet 
you on your arrival.  

We look forward to working with you! 


